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SHARED PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY VISITATION GUIDELINES
AND RELATED MATTERS

When parentsof minor children ceaseto livetogether, one parent normally hasprimary
physical residential responsbility for the children and the other parent normally hasrights of
vidgtation with thechildren. Thebreakup of afamily unit istraumatictoall involved, especially to
the children. Theissues of custody and visitation are major issues and the resolution of those
issues can benefit or be detrimental to the children, depending upon the parentsand the way the
issuesareresolved. A beneficial resolution requiresthat the parents be prepared to sharethe
difficult respongbilities of rearing children in separate homes and that they be mature and
responsible enough to do so.

These Guiddineshavebeen developed through thejoint effortsof psychologistswhowork
with children, attorneys who practice family law and judges who preside over family law cases.
TheGuiddinesrepresent MODERATE examplesof specific visitation rightsand consider ations
applicabletoamajority of casesafter consider ation of theinformation obtained from all sour ces.
Opinionsof expertsin somear easwer e conflicting. TheGuideineswer edr afted with dueregard
for therights of parentsand their children.

SHARED PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY meansthat both parentssharethechallenging
decisionsand responsibilitiesof rearing children. Shared parental responsbility isfavored under
thelaw. Major decisionsregarding education, discipline, religious upbringing, health care and
other mattersnot a part of the day to day routine must be discussed and agreed upon, or, if the
parents are unable to agree, the matter must be submitted to the Court so that a judge may
decide which parent will make the ultimate decision in that area of the children'slives. For
example, one parent may begranted solediscretion to makedecisonsregarding health care, and
the other parent may be granted sole discretion to make decisions regarding education, if
specially requested and supported by the evidencein a particular case.

An alternativeisSOLE PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY inwhich oneparent hastheright



tomakeALL decisionsreativetothe children without consulting theother parent. Sole parental
responsibility is not favored under the law and is not granted unless the secondary residential
parent isirresponsble, neglectsor abusesthechildren, or thereissomeother reason supported
by evidencewhich justifiessoleparental responsbility. Restricted or supervised visitation isnot
favored but may be necessary if the children will be placed in danger of abuse, neglect or other
stuationswhich requiremoreprotection for their physical, psychological or emotional well-bang.

Vigtation is primarily for the benefit of the children. Parents must be respectful,
courteous and businessike to each other in the presence of the children to protect them from
trauma. ThisistheDUTY and RESPONSIBILITY of each parent. If not fulfilled, the Guidelines
cannot work to the greatest benefit to the children.

The Guiddinesareonly guidelines. THEY ARE NOT "SET IN STONE." Any part of
the provisonsmay be changed or eliminated by evidenceindicating a need to change or eliminate
aparticular part. ThejudgesPREFER that theparents CONSUL T and AGREE upon visitation
rights and other consider ations because the parents best know their work and other schedules
and know their children best. A visitation schedule agreed upon by the parentsismorelikely to
work to the satisfaction of the parentsand children. Itisonly if the parentsareunableto agree
that these Guidelinesar e consider ed by thejudge assigned tothecase. | ntheevent that ajudge
must decidetheissue, the Guidelinesareonly aSTARTING POINT and arenot tobearbitrarily
imposed. Thejudge will use discretion based upon the evidence to specify the visitation rights
applicable to each case. The schedule may be useful to the parents as an outline to begin
negotiationson visitation. Special reasonsmay exist to alter thesuggested visitation rights, such
as ages of the children, health, special care needs, detrimental conduct of the secondary
resdential parent, or smilar mattersdirectly related to visitation and child careissues.

The" C" section of thevisitation schedulerepresentsan effort to address matter swhich
come beforethe courts on a frequent basison motionsfor contempt. These matters have been
placed in the Guidelines to make parents aware of their responsbilities. By honoring these
responsibilities, parents may avoid litigation or present clear issuesto the Court in the event of
alleged violations. The object isto minimize the necessity for contempt hearings, as continued
conflict between the parents has a detrimental effect upon their children.

Asused in these Guidelines, theterm " custodial parent” shall be used to designate that
parent who has ACTUAL PHYSICAL CUSTODY of the children at a particular time, and the
term " non-custodial parent” shall be used to designate the other parent. Theterm " primary
resdential parent” shall beused to designatethe par ent with whom the children physically reside
duringaMAJORITY of thetime, and theterm " secondary residential parent” shall be used to
designate the other parent.

Whilethe Guidelinesrefer to children in the plural, they also apply in casesin which the

3



parents have one (1) child.

I
GENERAL CONSIDERATIONSAND PROVISIONS

1. MEDIATION BEFORE LITIGATION: The parents shall mediate all visitation
disputesbeforeapplyingtothecourt for resolution. They may privately mediatewith amediator
of their choice or either party may request court-ordered mediation. Thiscircuit hasfamily law
mediator swhoregularly conduct mediationsof custody and visitation issues. Children under the
age of thirteen (13) should never beinvolved in mediation. However, in thesolediscretion of the
mediator, a mediator may confer in the absenceof theparentswith children if they arethirteen
(13) years of age or older and their input is deemed necessary or desirable to the mediation
pr ocess.

2. AREA OF APPLICATION: TheGuiddinesareapplicableto parentswhoresdeinthe
same county within thiscircuit and to par ents, one of whom residesin a county within thiscir cuit
and the other of whom residesin a contiguous county of the county in which the caseisfiled..

3. SCHOOL CONTACT: Both parentsshall havetheright to equal participation in the
children's school activities. Each parent shall insure that the other has full and adequate
information regar ding those activities, especially with regard to opportunitiesfor parental contact
with teachersand participation in or attendance at special school events.

4. TRANSPORTATION: Duringthetimethechildren arein hisor her actual physical
custody, that parent (thecustodial parent) shall transport the children tothechildren’'sscheduled
activities unless otherwise agreed by the parents.

5. REINTRODUCTION OF ABSENT PARENTS: The Guidelines assumethat each
par ent hasbeen a continuous presencein thechildren's lives. Intheevent that aparent hashad
limited or no contact with hisor her children and wishes to be reintroduced into the children's
lives, it is up to the parents to agree on the means by which thisisto be accomplished. If the
parentsareunableto agree, thefirst alternative shall beto mediate the conflict. If mediation is
unsuccessful, it shall be the responsbility of the Court to adopt a schedule to ease the
reintroduction. Sinceeach caseisunique, theimmediateadoption of guidelinevisitation may not
be in the children's best interests and the Court shall exercise its discretion to fashion an
appropriate remedy.




6. SCHEDULING EVENTS: Each parent shall advisetheother parent of extracurricular
activitiesin which thechildren participate. Both parentsareencouraged to attend such activities.
Theprimary residential parent shall not scheduleactivitiesfor the children duringthesecondary
residential parent'svisitation period without the secondary residential parent'sconsent or other
arrangementswhich are satisfactory to that parent.

I
GENERAL AND SPECIFIC VIS TATION ISSUES
FOR THE PARENTS OF CHILDREN OF DIVORCE OR SEPARATION

Following adivorceor separation, parentsneed to cooperatein ther effortsto help their
children continueto grow emotionally, socially and intdlectually, and toinsurethat their children
continue to have meaningful reationships both with the parent with whom they primarily reside
(the primary residential parent) and with the other parent (the secondary residential parent).

Thesevigtation Guiddlinesareintended to MINIMIZE the harm doneto children when
their parents divorce or separate. They are written from the standpoint of CHILDREN'S
NEEDS and attempt to guide par ents seeking to accommodate the BEST INTEREST S of their
children.

In developing schedules for contact between children and their parents following a
separation or divor ce, the following factor s need to be considered:

1. MINIMIZE LOSS - Children experience divorce or separation as a series of
significant losses. To children, divorce or separation means losing home, family life, loving
parentswho car e about each other, pets, financial security, relationships with extended family,
familiar schools, sports activities, and a daily schedule. Children often feel abandoned and
uprooted. The disruptive effects of divorce or separation on their lives can have profound
consequencesfor childrenin later years. Respect your children'splight by eiminating asmuch
pain and trauma and as many changes and losses as possible.

2. MAXIMIZE RELATIONSHIPS - Encourageall relationshipswhich existed between
your children and others before the divorce or separation (both parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins, close adult friends, etc.), aswell asfuturerdationships. Your children will most
likely keep thefeeling of family when they continueto have pleasant, free accessto both parents
and their extended families. Your children'sidentitiesdepend upon their feeling that they belong
to both families. Thisrequiresthat your children spend time with both sides of their family.

Encourage and support theother parent in accepting an active parentingrole. Sharethe



burden of responsibilities(laundry, transpor tation, doctor visits, teacher conferences, etc.) aswell
as the joyous occasions (holidays, birthday parties, movies, sports outings, trips, etc.). When
parents are able to remain in the same geographical area, relationships are more likely to be
maximized.

Never make your children fed guilty about enjoying their time with the other parent.
Enjoyment of that timeisatributetothesecurity that both you and theother parent haveingtilled
inyour children and suggeststhat your children arelearningtotrust and to exploreawiderange
of healthy relationships.

Reassureyour children that they are not to blame for the separation or divorceand that
BOTH parents ill love them. Try to avoid blaming the other parent. It is destructive to
children'ssecurity and self conceptswhen they arecompelled to take sdesafter a separation or
divorce. You should also AVOID disclosing detailsof your adult relationship’sproblemsto your
children. Although they may initially want the details and may want to alleviate your pain and
anger by taking sideswith you, they ultimately may resent you for confusing them and increasing
their anxieties about their freedom to love and to relate comfortably to both of their parents.

3. INCREASE SECURITY - Your children aremorelikely to feel protected from losses
when allowed to remain in the safety, consstency and support of old, familiar surroundings.
Children fed securewhen they havepositivetimewith both par ents, thefamiliarity of established
family rules, and the opportunity to continue in previoudy established religious, school and
related activities. Children do best when their parentslivein close proximity, especially if they
share the same school district. Children then have the reassurance of familiar after-school
friends at both parents homes. Children also feed most secure when their parents share
responsibility for their after-school care. Parentsneed totalk about and agree upon waysto build
certainty, structure and stability in their children'slives.

4. AVOID CONFELICT - Scientificresear ch verifiesthat your children will suffer both now
and later if they frequently see their parentsin conflict. Raised voices, arguments, hateful
remarksand physical alter cationsarenot suitablefor children to experience. Children arealso
harmed when they hear one parent say bad thingsabout or refuseto acknowledgethe existence
of theother parent. If oneparent directly or indirectly createsan image of the other parent that
isin any way negative, children's own self-images will be assaulted. Children will only fed as
good about themselves asthey do about each parent.

A good procedure for divorced or separated parentsto follow isto try never to discuss
children'sissuesand adult issuesin the same conver sation. When you ar etalking with the other
parent about children'sissues, stick tothosetopicsand do not allow the conver sation todrift into
discussions of problems between the other parent and yourself. Savethosetopicsfor another
discussion at another timeand never discussthem in the presence of your children. If theother



parent and you smply cannot avoid fightsand ar gumentswhen you begin or end vists, you should
consder enlistingthehelp of another per son (grandpar ent, mutual friend, babystter, etc.) whowill
agreetoserveasa " neutral" to facilitate transfer of the children and thereby avoid negative
contacts between the parents.

5. AGE RELATED NEEDS - Children of different agesneed and benefit from different
parenting arrangements. Parentsshould try to beflexibleand totailor their schedulesasmuch as
possible to reflect their children's developmental needs and individual requirements. You can
expect that, as your children get older, you will need to be more flexible and will need to work
hard at effective communication and fair compromisesboth with your children and with the other
par ent.

LOCAL
VISITATION SCHEDULE

Thefollowing ar e par agraphswhich should be considered for ordersor final judgmentsas
applicable. Thelanguage suggested isonly a sample and may be changed or eiminated based
upon stipulations of the parentsor thediscretion of ajudgebased upon theevidence. Theprecise
provisions have been drafted based upon input from psychologists, attorneys and judges of the
Eighteenth Judicial Circuit. You may initial theprovisionsyou agreeupon if you wish to usethese
guidelines asthe basisfor an agreement.

Vo SV o N

I I 1. VISITATION IS FOR BENEFIT OF CHILDREN: Vidtation isfor the

ultimate benefit of the children and, unless restricted, means that certain minimum rights are
recited in these Guiddlines. Theintentisthat theprimary resdential parent will allow additional
vidgitation at other times upon request, provided that such requests are reasonable and will not
cause a substantial inconvenience to the primary residential parent or unnecessarily interfere
with pre-planned activitiesinvolving the children. Thisprovision ismeant to provide SPECIAL
EVENT AND OTHER extra visitation but is not to be used as a meansto harassthe primary
residential parent or tomake CONSTANT or daily demandsfor extravisitation. Common sense
and respect for theother parent'ssepar atelifeand privacy should beused in making requestsfor
extravisitations.

2. SHARED PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY: Theparentsareawarded Shared Parental
Responsibility relative to the minor child(ren), , born
, 20, and , born ,
20, (usemorelinesif morethan two children) and parental responsbility shall be shared by
both parentsto the extent that both parentsshall retain full decison making responsibility with
respect totheminor children.. Both parentsarerequired to confer sothat MAJOR DECISIONS
affectingthewelfar e of thechildren will bedetermined jointly. Such areasof responsibility for the
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children shall include their education, rdigious training, non-routine medical and dental care,

disciplinary measures, choice of day carefacility or babysitter, and smilar matters. If theparents
are unable to agree upon the matter in the best interests of the children after a good faith

negotiation, the matter shall be presented to the Court by motion for an evidentiary hearing and
the Court shall determinewhich parent shall havetheright to decidetheissue. The parent who
has actual physical custody of the children at any particular time (the custodial parent) shall

make theDAY TO DAY regular and ordinary decisonsfor the children'scontrol and discipline,
emer gency medical and dental care, other routinedaily care, and any emer gency decisonif there
isinsufficient timeto contact the other parent.

3. GOOD FAITH EFFORTS OF THE PARTIES EXPECTED: Both parents shall
exercise, in the utmost good faith, hisand her efforts at all times to encourage and foster the
maximum relations of love and affection between the minor children and the children's parents.
When thechildren arewith one parent, theother parent shall have open but reasonablerights of
telephonic communication with the children, in private, one (1) timeper day. Both parentsmust
recognizethat thechildren havetheright tobetreated asinter ested and affected per sonsand not
as pawns or possessions of either parent; the right to grow to maturity in home environments
which will best guarantee opportunities for the children to become mature and responsble
citizens; theright to the love, care, discipline and protection of both parents; theright to know
both parents and to have the benefit of both parents love and guidance through vistation; the
right to positive and constructivereationshipswith both parents; theright to the most adequate
level of economic support that can be provided by both parents; and theright to beregarded as
personswithin thefamily. Inreturn, the children havethe moral duty to honor and respect their
mother and father.

4. CONTACT BY NON-RESIDENTIAL PARENT (VISITATION): Each of theparents
shall exercise the utmost good faith and shall ther efore consent to reasonable requests by the
other parent in connection with parental contact and access(visitation). TheCHILDREN havea
right to spend substantial timewith the secondary residential parent, and theprimary resdential
parent isexpected to provide contactswith thechildren at unscheduled timeswhen requested if it
does not unreasonably disrupt prior planned activities of the children or the primary resdential
parent. Thisprovison isfor SPECIAL EVENT AND OTHER extra vigitation but isnot to be
used asameansto harassthe primary residential parent or to make constant or daily demands
for extravigtation. Vistation rightsshall not be used asa pretext for the secondary residential
parent to attempt to vist the primary residential parent for purposes other than to pick up the
children. Therefore, not as a limitation, but as an extension of the foregoing, the secondary
resdential parent isentitled to and shall have the following minimum visitation rights with the
children.




Regular and extra visitation schedules should be made to accommodate each parent's
wor k schedule, including mor ning, daytime and weekend vistation.

A.  CHILDREN WHO ARE INFANTSUP TO FIVE (5) YEARS OLD:
(1) INFANTSTO SIX (6) MONTHS:

The parties shall confer and agree upon a schedule consisting of three (3) three (3) hour time
periods per week with no more than two (2) days between visits. If the parents cannot agree,
vigtation shall beon Tuesdaysand Thur sdaysfrom 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and on Saturdaysfrom
10:00 am. t0 1:00 p.m. In addition, the secondary resdential parent shall havetheright to have
AT LEAST oneovernight vistation per month, from 6:00 p.m. on Friday to 1:00 p.m. on Satur day.

If the parentscannot agree, it shall bethe second Friday of the month from 6:00 p.m. on Friday
to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday. If thechildren arebeing breast-fed, the par entsshall cooper ate so that
the children are with the mother at feeding timeif possible. Alternatively, breast milk may be
harvested by themother to providefor the children when they arewith thefather at feedingtime
or other feeding arrangements shall be made. Vistation should be exercised regularly and
preferably at the secondary residential parent'sresidence to enable infantsto become familiar
with those surroundings. Both parentsshould promote consistency in thechildren'snutrition and
environment. Theprimary resdential parent shall supply items such asbreast milk or formula,
clothing, blankets, pacifiers, wipes, toysand infant car seatsto the secondary residential parent
as may be needed, all unconsumed items of which shall be returned with the children.

When the secondary resdential parent's regular visitation does not occur on
Thanksgiving, Chrissmasor Easter, thepartiesshall confer and agree upon a schedule consisting
of four (4) hourson each said holiday. If the parties cannot agree, visitation shall be from 2:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on each holiday.

Thesecondary residential parent'svisitation shall includeat least one (1) full weekend to
be agreed upon between the partiesfrom Friday at 6:00 p.m. to Sunday at 6:00 p.m. If theparties
cannot agree, the weekend shall be the first (1st) weekend following the child's attainment of
twenty (20) weeks of age.

Thesecondary residential par ent shall beentitled to bewith the children on Mother's Day
or Father'sDay, asappropriate, for afour (4) hour period. If the partiescannot agree, vistation
on such days shall be from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

(20 6MONTHSTO 36 MONTHS:

The parents shall confer and agree upon a schedule consisting of two (2) three (3) hour
periodsduring the week with no morethan two (2) days between visits, and five (5) hoursevery



other Sunday. Additionally, the secondary residential parent shall have two (2) over night visits
per month, on thesecond Friday of each month from 6:00 p.m. on Friday to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday
and on the fourth Saturday of each month from 6:00 p.m. on Saturday to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday.
The Sunday five (5) hour visits are applicable to the weekends when there is no overnight
vigitation. If thepartiescannot agree, visitation shall be on Tuesdaysand Thur sdaysfrom 5:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and on Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

When the secondary residential parent'sregular visitation does not occur on or isless
than five (5) hours on Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter or the children'sbirthdays, the parties
shall confer and agree upon a schedule consisting of five (5) hourson each such occasion. If the
parties cannot agree, visitation shall be from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on each holiday or birthday.

Thesecondary residential par ent shall beentitled to bewith thechildren on Mother'sDay
or Father'sDay, asappropriate, for afive(5) hour period. If the partiescannot agree, visitation
on such days shall be from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

In addition to thefor egoing, thefollowing rightsof extended visitation shall beenjoyed by
the secondary residential parent of children between the ages of twelve (12) monthsto thirty-six
(36) months:

(A) With children between the ages of twelve (12) months to twenty-four (24) months,
vidtation by thesecondary residential parent shall include one (1) of thefollowing alter natives, as
the partiesmay agree or as may be ordered by the Court:

Vo S o N

I I (1) Two (2) one (1) week periods at least four (4) weeksapart from 6:00 p.m. on

Friday to 6:00 p.m. on the following Friday. During such one (1) week vigtations, the primary
residential parent shall be entitled to visitation on Monday and Wednesday eveningsfrom 5:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

OR

N\ N\

I I (2) Two (2) four (4) day periods at least four (4) weeks apart from 6:00 p.m. on
Friday to 6:00 p.m. on thefollowing Tuesday. During such four (4) day visitations, the primary
residential parent shall not be entitled to the exer cise of visitation.

If thechildren arebeing breastfed, breast milk may be harvested by the mother to provide
for thechildren when thechildren arewith thefather or other substitutefeeding (such asformula)
arranged.
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(B) With children between the ages of twenty-four (24) monthsto thirty-six (36) months,
visitation by the secondary residential parent shall include one (1) of thefollowing alter natives::

N\ N\
I I (2) Three(3) one (1) week periodsat least four (4) weeksapart from 6:00 p.m. on

Friday to 6:00 p.m. on the following Friday. During such one (1) week visitations, the primary
residential parent shall be entitled to visitation on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 5:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

OR

N\ N\
I I (2) Three (3) four (4) day periods at least four (4) weeks apart from 6:00 p.m. on

Friday to 6:00 p.m. on thefollowing Tuesday. During such four (4) day vistations, the primary
resdential parent shall not be entitled to the exer cise of vigitation.

If the children arebeing breastfed, breast milk may be har vested by themother to provide
for thechildren when thechildren arewith thefather or other substitutefeeding (such asformula)
arranged.

B. CHILDREN THREE (3) YEARSOLD AND OLDER:

(1) Oneevening per week from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. If the parties cannot agree upon
the evening, it shall be Wednesday evening.

N\ N\
I I (2)(A) Alternate weekends from 6:00 p.m. on Friday to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday,

commencing on , 20

Vo S o N

I I (2(B) Alternate weekendsfrom 6:00 p.m. on Friday through Monday morning at

which time the primary residential parent shall pick up the children. The primary resdential

parent shall pick up thechildren on atimely basissothat thechildren will not betardy for schoal,
or by 9:00 a.m. if thechildren arenot in school. Thesecondary residential parent shall havethe
children properly dressed and shall insurethat they receive breakfast. Thealternate weekends
shall commence on , 20

Vo S o N

I I (2)(c) Alternate weekends from 6:00 p.m. on Friday through Monday morning at

which time the secondary residential parent shall transport the children to school. The parent
shall ddiver the children at the normal time so the children will not be tardy and shall havethe
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children properly dressed and shall insurethat they receive breakfast and lunch. Thealternate
weekends shall commence , 20

Vo WY o N

I I (3) Alternate haolidays (Martin Luther King Day, Valentine's Day, Easter Day,

Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, and Halloween) commencing on

20 . Ifthesecondary residential parent'semployer providesathreeday
weekend for the holiday, the visitation shall commenceat 6:00 p.m. theday prior tothefirst day
of the extended weekend and continueto 6:00 p.m. of thelast day of theweekend. Except as set
forth above and on Valentine's Day and Halloween, all visitation shall begin at 6:00 p.m. on the
day beforethe holiday period and shall end at 6:00 p.m. of theappropriateday. On Valentin€'s
Day and Halloween, visitation shall be from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Vo S o N

I I (4) After thechildren arein school, spring break in alternateyears, in (odd) (even)

numbered years, from 6:00 p.m. on the day that school recessesto 6:00 p.m. of the Saturday
befor e school recommences.

Vo YV o N

I I (5) Thechildren shall bewith the mother on Mother's Day and with the father on
Father's Day from 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m.

Vo S o N

I I (6) If the parents cannot agree, birthdays of the children in (odd)(even) numbered

years, commencingin 20___, from 9:00 am. to 6:00 p.m. of the day of the birthday if the parent
entitled totheexercise of birthday visitation isnot required towork on that day; otherwise, from
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Vo S o N

I I (7) Every alternate Thanksgiving weekend holiday, in (odd) (even) numbered years,

from 6:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving Day to 6:00 p.m. on the Friday following
Thanksgiving Day. During (odd) (even) numbered year s, from 6:00 p.m. on the Friday follonwing
Thanksgiving Day to 6:00 p.m. on the Sunday following Thanksgiving Day.

N\ A\
I I (8)(A) Every alternate Christmasseason, in (odd) (even) numbered year s, from 6:00

p.m. on the day that the children's school recesses or, if the children are not in school, on
December 20th, through December 25th at 12:00 noon. During (odd) (even) numbered years,
from 12:00 noon on December 25th to 6:00 p.m. on Janudary—ist the day prior to school
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recommencing. Theintent isthat the parties have equal time during the Christmas break.
OR

Vo WY o N

I I (8)(B) Every alternate Christmasseason, in (odd)(even) numbered year s, from the

day after school recessesor on December 20th, whichever isearlier, through December 26th at
2:00 p.m. During (odd)(even) numbered yearsfrom 2:00 p.m. on December 26th t06:00 p.m.on
Jandary-1st the day prior to school recommencing. Theintent isthat the partieshave equal time
during the Christmas break.

Vo N o N

I I (9)(A) Ifthechildrenare7yearsold or older: Six (6) weeksduring summer vacation

commencingin20___ . Thepartiesshould agreein advance so that each party may plan vacations
with thechildren. If theparentsareunableto agree, visitation shall bethelast three (3) weeksof
Juneand thelast week of July and fir st two (2) weeksof August. The parentsmay agreethat the
visitation may be exercised in three (3) two (2) week periods, two (2) three (3) week periods, a
continuous six (6) week period or otherwiseto accommodate the parents and the children. The
primary residential parent shall be entitled to at least two (2) weeks summer vacation visitation
with the children and the scheduled over night visitation rightsof the secondary residential parent
shall be suspended for that two (2) weeks unless the parties otherwise agree. However, other

normal vistation rightsshall continue. The secondary residential parent shall havefirst choiceas
to the selection of summer visitation, provided that written notification shall be delivered to the
primary resdential parent no later than April 15th of each year. Absent extraordinary

circumstances, if such written notification isnot given on atimely bass, the primary resdential

parent shall havefirst choice asto the selection of summer visitation.

NOTE: If thechildren areone(1) year tothree(3) yearsold, thesummer visitation isas
set forthin Part A; for children from three(3) tofive(5) yearsold, two (2) periodsof fourteen (14)
consecutivedays, with at least fourteen (14) daysbetween such extended visitations; for children
from five (5) to seven (7) year sold, atotal of five (5) weeks, consisting of one (1) week period and
two (2) week periods, with at least fourteen (14) daysbetween each such extended visitations; for
children seven (7) yearsold and older, six (6) weeks.

OR
N\ Vo N
I I (9)(B) Each summer, commencing 200__, for ( % of thevacation

period). The parentsshall computethetotal number of days, including weekends and holidays,
the child(ren) will be out of school, starting the day after school lets out through the day school
startsin the fall and multiply the percentage times those number of days to determine the non
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custodial parent’sshare. If thechild(ren) (is) (are) in ayear round school, the same computation
shall bemade asto each period. Thechild(ren)will be out of school on breaksand the secondary
parent will have theright to exercise that visitation during each break period. Thetime period
shall be continuous unless the parties agree otherwise to split the time in two or more different
periods. Visitation shall commence the 5th day after school lets out if not a year round schooal,
and shall continuefor thenumber of days so computed or as agreed between the parents. During
thisvisitation, the primary residential parent shall have telephone visitation and e-mail rights set
out for the secondary residential parent herein and, reasonable contact which shall include at
least two (2) overnight visits if requested. Any full day or overnight visits by the primary
residential parent shall be added to the number of days of visitation duethe secondary residential
parent and shall extend the visitation period by that number of days. The primary residential
parent shall givethe secondary residential parent advance notice of at least seven (7) days of the
intent to exercise the visitation. |f the secondary custodial parent has planned travel for the
visitation period to visit relatives, go sightseeing or otherwise, the primary residential parent
shall not schedule visitation during the period of planned travel even if it means no visitation
during the secondary residential parent’ s visitation.

Vo WY o N

I I (9)(C) If thechildren attend ayear round school with no regular summer vacation,

the extended visitation rights of the secondary residential parent shall be determined by the
Court if the parents cannot otherwise agree. If no agreement is reached, the secondary
residential parent shall havetheright to havethe child 80% of thetime off computed as set forth
in the proceeding alternate to summer weeks of visitation.

Vo WY o N

I I (20) Intheevent that summer visitation exceeds a continuoustwo (2) week period,

and the children are staying at the residence of the secondary residential parent, the primary
residential parent shall have viditation on the third (3rd) weekend beginning at 6:00 p.m. on

Saturday to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday and on every alternate weekend thereafter during such

continuousextended visitation from 6:00 p.m. on Satur day to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday. However, this
vigitation shall not apply if the children areout of theareavisiting or vacationing during thetime
that the primary residential parent'svisitation would occur .

Vo S o N

I I (12) Any other vistation made available by the parentsworking in harmony for the
best interests of the children.

C. SPECIFIC PROVISIONS REGARDING EXERCISE OF VISITATION
RIGHTS:
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Ve SV o N

I I (1) Specific reigious holidays observed in each parent's faith or other days of
gpecial meaning should be agreed upon, written down and alter nated.

Vo S o N

I I (2) Nether parent shall in any way impede, obstruct or interferewith the exercise

by the other of hisor her right of companionship with theminor children, and neither of them, at
any time, shall in any way disparage, downgradeor criticizethe other parent, or allow any other
person to do so, to or in the presence of the minor children or by use of third parties. A parent
shall not ignoreor fail torespond when the children mention theother parent, asthisengendersa
negative attitude and discour ages mention of the other parent as" taboo." Each parent should
respond with positive statements and positive non-verbal communication, even if it isbelieved
that the other parent does not deserve them.

Vo S o N

I I (3) Nether parent shall directly or by useof third partiesinterrogateor question the

children about the activities of the other parent. Neither parent shall use the children to send
messages to the other. Each parent isordered affirmatively to foster love and respect for the
other parent in all dealingswith the children.

Vo WY o N

I I (4) The shall have a leeway of minutesfrom the

specified time to pick up the children for the exercise of vigitation. If he or sheis more than

minuteslateand createsahardship asaresult, heor shemay forfeit that visitation period.
However, no forfeiture shall occur unless an actual hardship is created by thelatearrival or if
latearrival istheresult of illness, injury of the par ent, unexpected wor k requirementsimposed by
an employer or physical impossbility because of some unforeseen event. The
shall alsohavea___ minuteleeway for pick up of thechildren
at the conclusion of vigitation. If an emergency occurs, the non-custodial parent shall notify the
other parent as quickly as possible.

Vo S o N

I I (5) The shall givethe at least twenty-four (24) hours

advancenoticeof hisor her intention to exerciseor not to exer ciseweeknight, weekend, Father's
Day, Mother'sDay or birthday visitation; or, if an emer gency occurs, asquickly aspossible. As
to holidays, one (1) week advance noticeshall begiven. Asto Christmasand summer, one (1)
month advance notice shall be given. Notice asto Christmas and summer visitation shall bein
writing and notice asto summer visitation shall be given atleast-ene prior to April, or at least (1)
month PRIOR TO SCHOOL RECESSING for thesummer. Giving noticeprior to April 1 each
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year gives the secondary residential parent the right to choose the time for visitation. At least
one (1) month notice prior to school recessing for the summer insuresvisitation but the primary
residential parent’s plans must be considered. Failureto give notice by April 1 doesnot forfeit
visitation rights.

Ve SV o N

I I (6) Holidays, children's birthdays, Father's Day and Mother's Day shall have

priority over weekend visitation. Any visitation missed by the asaresult of any
such conflict, including visitation which was canceled due to illness of the children or of the
secondary residential parent, or other reason which did not result in forfeiture of the visitation
time, shall bemadeup or recover ed by compar ablevisitation within sixty (60) daysof the missed
visitations.

N\ N\

I I (7) Neither parent shall removethechildren from the State of Floridaor from their

present county of resdencefor morethan sixteen (16) continuousdaysto any placeother than a
contiguous county without first obtaining the written consent of the other parent or court order.
Thevidgtation rights of the secondary residential parent are structured based upon the children
resding within this circuit or a contiguous county and will require adjustments if the children's
residence is changed.

N\ Vo N
I I (8) Neither parent shall argueor participatein alter cationsor adver sarial behavior

in the presence of the children at any time. Ther reationship in front of the children shall be
businessike, courteousand non-adversarial. Each parent shall demonstrater espect for theother
parent, even if he or she does not believe that the other deservesit.

N\ N\
I I (9) Nether parent shall threaten the other parent with limitation or withholding of

vidtation with thechildren or actually limit or withhold visitation because of non-payment of child
support or other financial demands.

N\ VN
I I (10) Neither parent shall threaten to limit or terminate visitation rights with the

other parent, to change custody or towithhold support asaform of disciplineor punishment of the
children.

Vo S o N

I I (11) At any time when a custodial parent intends to place the children with a
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babysitter or day carefacility for morethan five (5) hours, the custodial parent shall contact the
non-custodial parent and offer thenon-custodial parent theoption to carefor thechildren for that
timeperiod. The custodial parent shall provide as much notice to the non-custodial parent as
possible. The non-custodial parent shall respond to the custodial parent with hisor her decision
as soon as possible. Repeated failures on the part of the custodial parent to notify the non-
custodial parent of such occasions, and repeated short notificationsor responseshy either parent,
without adequate justification, shall be considered by the Court as evidence of intentional

interferencewith theother parent'srights. If thechildrenregularly attend akinder garten or day
carefacility wher e programmed educational material isoffered, the parentsshall consult with one
another regarding leaving the children with the other parent versustaking the children to the
facility. If the parentscannot agree, thematter shall be presented to the Court by motion and the
Court shall decidetheissue.

Vo WY o N

I I (12) (A) Pick up of thechildren shall beat curbside at theresidence of the custodial

parent or asotherwise agreed. The parent or person picking up the children shall remainin the
motor vehicleand the per son delivering the children shall send thechildren out and remain at the
door of theresidence. No conversation or words shall occur on these exchanges between the
parents or other persons involved except "hellos' and "goodbyes' and conversational
pleasantries. Return of the children shall follow the same procedure. If thenon-custodial parent
or other adult isnot at homewhen the children arereturned, the children shall bekept inthecare
of thecustodial parent until they can besafely left at theresidenceor other agreed upon location.

OR

Vo S o N

I I (12) (B) Pick up of the children shall be at the front door at the residence of the

custodial parent or as otherwise agreed. No conversation or words shall occur on these
exchanges between the parentsor other personsinvolved except " hellos" and " goodbyes' and
conver sational pleasantries. Return of the children shall follow thesameprocedure. 1f thenon-
custodial parent or other adult isnot at homewhen thechildren arereturned, the children shall be
kept in the care of the custodial parent until they can be safely left at the residence or other
agreed upon location.

N\ N\
I I (13) Either parent isauthorized to use aresponsble alter nate person to pick up or

receivethechildren for visitation. Theperson must bearesponsibleadult, aspouse, areativeor
other person known to both parents AND the children.
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Vo WY o N

I I (14) The person picking up the children shall not arrive at the residence of the

custodial parent more than ten (10) minutes in advance of the time set for pickup unless an
agreement ismade in advance for an early pickup.

Vo WY o N

I I (15) If ether parent planstotakethechildren out of their county of residenceor to

allow the children to go with another person out of the county (such as grandparents) for more
than two (2) consecutive days, that parent shall, in advance if known, or within eight (8) hours
after arrival if not known in advance, provide the other parent with the address and telephone
number where the children will be staying. The non-custodial parent shall have the right to
contact the children by telephone ONE (1) time per day while they areout of county for a brief
conver sation in private not to exceed fifteen (15) minutesper child for each call. Thechildren may
telephone the non-custodial parent at reasonable times at the children's request and shall be
allowed totalk in private. Thefifteen (15) minutetimelimitation set forth above shall not apply to
telephone callsinitiated by the children.

Ve S o N

I I (16) Neither parent shall involvechildren in decisionsregarding visitation unlessthe

children are twelve (12) years old or older. All visitation plans and conversations shall be
conducted solely between the parentsuntil thechildren areat least twelve (12) year sof age. The
final decisonsaretobemadeby theparentsand not thechildren. Theprimary residential parent
isexpected to encourage and assist in visitation with the secondary residential parent. Neither

parent shall plan activities for the children which will conflict or interfere with the visitation

schedule of the other parent unless discussed and agreed upon in advance, with make-up time
agreed upon as appropriate in advance. Both parents must be sensitive to the developmental
needsof the children and under stand the children'sneedsto beinvolved in school, social, church
and other extracurricular activities such as sports, dance lessons and recitals, music lessons,
school functions, and the like. The parents shall cooperate to accommodate the children's
activitiesif it ispossible to do so without undue disruption of the secondary residential parent's
vigtation with the children. The secondary residential parent shall havethe option to transport
the children to and from any such functions or events if there is a conflict with vigitation

schedules. The primary residential parent shall not schedule activities or functions for the
child(ren) during thetime scheduled for visitation by the secondary residential parentswithout
prior agreement.

Vo WY o N

I I (17) The parents shall not encourage the children to call a new spouse or

companion " Father,” " Dad,” "Mother,"” "Mom," or smilar names, assuch isdetrimental tothe
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relationship between the parentsand may confuseand adver sely affect thechildren. A subgtitute
name such asstepdad etc. shall be suggested and encouraged. A new spouseor companion shall
not confront or attempt tointerferewith theother parent'scontactsor visitation with thechildren
and each parent is expected to prevent any such confrontation or interference. Theparentsare
expected to converse directly with each other concerning ALL MATTERS in a divorce or
separ ation judgment or order. However, if there hasbeen past violence or intimidation between
the parents, the new gouse or companion may handle the contact but shall be courteous,
respectful, non-adversarial and non-threatening in doing so. The other parent shall not be
adversarial or hostile to the new spouse or companion but shall be courteous, polite, respectful
and non-threatening. The children shall not be allowed to use the last name of a new spouse or
companion at school or otherwise without written consent of the secondary resdential parent or
court order.

Vo WY o N

I I (18) Except intheevent of an emergency, neither parent shall removethechildren

from day careor school for visitation or otherwise unlessagreed upon in advance by the parents
so that the day care facility or school may be properly notified.

Vo WY o N

I I (19) Theprimary residential parent shall providethe secondary residential parent

for vigtation with at least atwo (2) day provision of appropriate clean clothing, under gar ments,
shoes, personal apparel, special medical or orthopedic devices, etc.,, and any medication
prescribed for the children with written doctor's instructions for frequency and dosage. The
secondary residential parent shall administer any medication to thechildren in confor mity with the
doctor's instructions. The secondary residential parent is expected to maintain sufficient

appropriateclothing for thechildren for vistation and MUST own and usechild restraint devices
or car seatsfor transportation of the children if such devicesarerequired by law and theprimary
residential parent isnot otherwiseobligated to providethem. Theprimary resdential parent shall
allow the secondary residential parent to useinfant car seatswhen visitation of infants (0 to 10
months) will require transportation in a car. The secondary residential parent shall return all

clothingincluding shoes, all unused medicationsand any other unconsumed itemstotheprimary
resdential parent at theend of visitation. If thechildren areinfantsor ill on formulaor areon
arestricted diet, theprimary resdential parent shall furnish areasonable supply of breast milk or

formula, pacifiers, restricted diet food, blankets, diapers, wipes, toys, infant car seats, €etc., to
accommodatethechildren’snutrition and comfort for at least one (1) day. All suchitemsand any
unused portion of the food, formula, etc., shall be returned by the non-custodial parent.

Vo S o N

I I (20) Each parent shall immediately deliver to the child designated by the other
parent all letters, cards, correspondence, gifts, toysand other itemssent tothat child by theother
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parent. Neither parent shall withhold, return, destroy, giveaway, séll, or other wisedispose of any
such items, nor permit the children to do so, but shall deliver them to the children.

Vo WY o N

I I (21) If ordered to bepaid through the Court, child support must be paid through

the clerk’s office to be credited against ordered support. Purchases of gifts, food or clothing;
payment of or reimbur sement for medical or dental services, registration fees, sportsuniforms,
school costsand fees, and thelike; giftsof money or itemstotheprimary residential parent or to
the children; or payments of other non-ordered payments shall NOT be credited against the
obligationsordered for child support. Extravistation given by theprimary resdential parent, in
itself, shall NOT be a basis to decrease child support unless it—exceeds-twenty-eight-{28)
CONTNUOUS days: presented to a judge having jurisdiction and a court order is issued
decreasing the amount of child support based upon the time division between the parents.

Vo WY o N

I I (22) Payment of child support shall have priority over payment of other debtsand

obligations. The amount of child support shall not be decreased smply because the parent
ordered to pay it remarries or accepts additional responsbilities. Child support isbased upon
monthly income. It istherespongbility of parentswith seasonal or other fluctuatingincomesto
budget their funds so that child support payments are made consistently as or der ed throughout
theyear, asthetimely receipt of child support isnecessary to meet the needs of the children for
whom it is paid.

Vo SV o N

I I (23) The non-custodial parent shall have the right to contact the children by

telephone ONE (1) time per day for a brief conver sation not to exceed fifteen (15) minutes per

child for each call. The custodial parent shall allow the children to talk with the other parent in

private. If thecustodial parent doesnot answer thetelephoneor isnot at homeand amessageis
left on an answering machine, thecustodial parent shall causethechildrentoreturnthecall tothe
non-custodial parent when thechildren return. Telephonecallsarelimited toone(1) per day per

child, unless the parents otherwise agree, to avoid claims of harassment or interference with

vidgtation. Children shall be allowed to telephone and to speak in private with thenon-custodial

parent at all reasonable timesthat they desireto talk with that parent. Thefifteen (15) minute
time limitation set forth above shall not apply to telephone callsinitiated by the children. The
child(ren) shall have the right to receive and send e-mail and instant message communication
between the child(ren) and parent in private and without supervision or interference by the other

parent. Other typesof electronic communication are allowed if the procedureisapproved by the
custodial parent. If this practice is abused, the issue shall be submitted to the court for

resolution.
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Vo WY o N

I I (24) Nether parent shall conceal the wher eabouts of the children from the other

parent. Each parent shall advisethe other at all times of the residence addr ess and telephone
number wherethe children will beand any work telephonenumber for each parent. If aresdence
address or telephone number changes, the parent making the change shall notify the other by
telephoneor personally within twenty-four (24) hoursand in writing within seventy-two (72) hours
of the change.

Vo S o N

I I (25) Each parent shall notify the other by telephone or other direct communication

of any serious accident, illness or other emergency occurrence which affects the children as
quickly as possible and in no case mor e than two (2) hours after the custodial parent becomes
awareof it. Thenon-custodial parent shall havetheright to befully informed of all aspectsof the
matter, shall havean equal right tovisit or tobewith thechildren, and shall havean equal right to
receiveall information from doctor s, health car eprovider sand hospitalspertaining tothechildren
and the emer gency.

Ve S o N

I I (26) If thenon-custodial parent cancelsscheduled visitation with the children, tothe

extent appropriateto the age and maturity of the children, that parent shall personally talk with
the children and explain the reason or circumstances so that the custodial parent will not be
blamed for the children's hurt fedlings or disappointment. It is the respongbility of the non-
cugtodial parent to communicate directly with the children in matters involving that parent's
relationship with them. When children becometeenagers, they may desireto spend themajority
of their timewith friends, rather than with either parent. Both parentsshould be sensitivetothe
developmental aspects of their children during the teenage years. Both parents shall
communicatedirectly with them to arrange shared timeand to nurtureboth parental reationships
with the children.

Vo S o N

I I (27) 1f thechildren are engaged in sports events, dance or music lessons, recitals,

remedial school classes, or are scheduled for doctor or dental appointments, or the like, the
custodial parent shall beresponsblefor transportation of the children to and from those events
unless otherwise agreed. Likewise, if the child must attend remedial classesor other schooling
recommended by the child’ steacher, the secondary residential parent shall beresponsiblefor the
child attending the classes if located in the area of visitation or to arrange substitute classes.

The cost of the classes shall be paid by the primary residential parent.
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Vo WY o N

I I (28) If achildistooill toleavetheprimary residential parent'shomefor scheduled

vigitation, theprimary residential parent shall notify the secondary residential parent assoon as
possible after the problem isknown. The secondary residential parent shall havetheright toa
brief vist not to exceed thirty (30) minutes with the child in the primary resdential parent's
residence on each day of scheduled visitation duringtheillness. Thesecondary residential parent
shall be given the health care provider's name, address and telephone number and consent, in
writing if requested by the secondary residential parent, so that the parent may talk with the
health careprovider about the child'scondition. The primary residential par ent shall consut with
and agreeto make-up visitation with the secondary residential parent when scheduled visitationis
lost because of a child'sillness.

Vo S o N

I I (29) Absent extraordinary circumstances, if the secondary residential parent

cancels scheduled or planned vigtation after the notice period has expired, and the primary
resdential parent hasmadeplanswhich, if kept, requireababystter or child careprovider for the
children, the secondary residential parent shall reimbursethe primary residential parent for the
reasonable costs of any such child care or babysitter expense incurred as a result of the late-
canceled visitation, aswell asany other direct financial lossor expenseincurred by the primary
resdential parent. Thisprovision includes holiday and summer vistation.

N\ N\
I I (30) If the children fit into different age groups regarding visitation rights, the

parentsshall confer and shall extend theyounger children'svisitation to correspond with that of
the older children if possible so that the children will not be separated. If the parents cannot
agree, thematter may bepresented tothe Court for ajudicial determination in thebest interests
of the children.

N\ N\
I I (31) Thecustodial parent shall insurethat thechildren areprovided three (3) meals

aday, or thenumber of mealsnormally consumed during thetime periodswith the parent, aswell
as appropriate snacks, and shall not allow the children to remain hungry.

N\ N\
I I (32)(A) Thesecondary residential parent shall pick up the children FOR visitation

and theother parent shall pick up thechildren FROM visitation at an agreed upon location. Each
parent shall bear the expense of hisor her transportation of the children.
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Vo WY o N

I I (32)(B) Thesecondary residential parent shall pick up and return the children from
visitation at agreed locations and shall bear the expense of transportation of the children.

Vo S o N

I I (33) Both parentsshall beentitled to participatein and attend special activitiesin

which the minor children are engaged, such as school programsand graduation, recitals, sports
and other extracurricular activitiesand programs. Theparent initially receiving theinformation
shall advise the other parent of the details of the activity within twenty-four (24) hours after
receipt. In addition, each parent shall provide the other parent detailed information within that
parent'sknowledge of any activitiesof the children, such assports, games, recitals, graduations,
summer camps etc. and a complete copy of all doctor or health care provider reports, school
report cards and notices or any other information concerning the children, including notice of
disciplinary or other problems. Each parent shall authorize, in writing if necessary, schools,
health care providers, etc. to furnish the other parent complete and detailed infor mation upon
request unlessa court order isentered restricting accessto such information. Theinformation
will be promptly furnished to the other parent within 24 hours of the receipt of the information,
and thisisa continuing duty on the part of each parent.
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