IN THE CCRCUT COURT OF THE
El GHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR BREVARD COUNTY,

FLORI DA
ADM NI STRATI VE ORDER NO. :
03-10-B

IN RE: CRIM NAL - SCHEDULI NG OF ARRAI GNVENT/ SECOND APPEARANCE | N FELONY

CASES

WHEREAS, Rule 3.160(a), Florida Rules of Crimnal Procedure requires

that arrai gnment shall occur in open court or by audi ovisual device; and

WHEREAS, Rule 3.160(a), Florida Rules of Crimnal Procedure provides

that if the defendant is represented by counsel, counsel may file a witten
plea of not guilty at or before arrai gnnent and thereupon arrai gnnent shall be
deem wai ved; and
WHEREAS, the existing practice in Brevard County for Felony Cases has
been to use the schedul ed court appearance of Arraignnment (also called Second
Appearance) as a neans to track cases and defendants until an |I|ndictnent,
Information, or Notice of No Information is filed by the State; and

WHEREAS, the existing practice in Brevard County for the arrai gnnent of
defendants who are charged with a felony has denmonstrated inefficiencies of
reschedul ed court appearances; created delays in arraignnent where a witten
plea of not guilty has been filed by counsel; and created increasingly |arge
arrai gnnent dockets; and

WHEREAS, Rule 2.050, Florida Rules of Judicial Admnistration authorizes

the Chief Judge to oversee and establish procedures that will provide for the
efficient scheduling and processing of cases before all courts within the
circuit;

THEREFORE I T |'S ORDERED t hat,

1. The Cerk of the Court shall schedule the Arraignnent date in all
felony cases to occur on the first available arraignment docket
four (4) weeks from the date of the defendant’s initial arrest.
This procedure shall include felony defendants released after
initial appearance; felony defendants who are lawfully rel eased on
bond or pre-trial release prior to initial appearance; and fel ony
def endants who remain incarcerated after their initial appearance.



2. Fel ony defendants who are not represented by counsel, (or if
represented by counsel, where counsel has not filed a witten plea
of not gquilty), shall be scheduled for subsequent arraignnment
appearances at four (4) week intervals before the court wuntil
arraigned on an Indictnent or Information, or wuntil the State
files a Notice of No Information.

3. If counsel for the felony defendant files a witten plea of not
guilty with the derk of the Court, (and the state does not file
an Indictrment, Information, or Notice of No Information by the
time of the initial arraignment date), no subsequent court
appear ance(s) for arraignnent shall be schedul ed.

4, Upon the filing of an Information or Indictnent in a felony case
where the defendant’s counsel has filed a witten plea of not
guilty, the Cderk shall set the case to the docket sounding or
ot her proceeding designated by the assigned trial judge. The
Clerk shall set the case prior to the expiration of speedy trial.

5. To ensure that felony cases have been properly arraigned, the
Clerk of the Court shall provide the arraignnent Court, the Ofice
of the State Attorney, and the Ofice of the Public Defender a
report every thirty (30) days identifying any felony case that is
pending arraignnment for a period of ninety (90) days or |onger
fromthe date of the initial arrest.

Done and Ordered this 15TH day of MAY, 2003.

BRUCE W JACOBUS
BRUCE W JACOBUS
CHI EF JUDCGE
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